Welcome to Christ Church
Sunday, January 17, 2021

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Martin Luther King Sunday

Morning Prayer

Welcome
Opening Meditation Prelude Op 28, No 20 - by F. Chopin, arr. by Leon Block
Rick Mack, Guitar
Celebrant:
People:

The Savior of the nations has come,
To light our way and heal our wounds.

The Gathering of God’s People

We have come together in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving,
to hear and receive God's holy word,
to seek the forgiveness of our sins,
and to pray for the needs of the world,
that by the power of the Holy Spirit
we may give ourselves to the service of God.

The Confession

(from The Episcopal Church’s resources for Racial Reconciliation and Justice)

Let us confess our sins against God and one another.
Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift:
You create all people in your image and call us to love one another as you love us.
We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity of the human family. We
have desired to live in freedom,
while building walls between ourselves and others.
We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are,
while making judgements of others based on the color of skin, or the shape of features, or
the varieties of human experience.
We have tried to love our neighbors individually
while yet benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in oppression.
Forgive us, Holy God.
Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people.
Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love.
Restore us in your image, to be beloved community,
united in our diversity,
even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit,
Holy and undivided Trinity, now and for ever.

Amen.
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The Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on us. Forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ. Strengthen
us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, by the hand of Moses your servant you led your people out of slavery, and made
them free at last: Grant that your church, following the example of your prophet Martin Luther
King, may resist oppression in the name of your love, and may strive to secure for all your children
the blessed liberty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from First Samuel (3:1-20)
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!”
and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he
said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again,
“Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he
said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and
the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then
Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So
Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about
to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that
day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to
end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he
knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I
swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or
offering forever.”
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel
was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He
said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God
do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So
Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him
do what seems good to him.”
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As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.
And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of
the Lord.]
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; *
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
and are acquainted with all my ways.
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
4 You press upon me behind and before *
and lay your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; *
you knit me together in my mother's womb.
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; *
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
14 My body was not hidden from you, *
while I was being made in secret
and woven in the depths of the earth.
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written in your book; *
they were fashioned day by day,
when as yet there was none of them.
16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! *
how great is the sum of them!
17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; *
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke (6:27-36)

Jesus said, “I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other
also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone
who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others
as you would have them do to you.
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even
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sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good,
and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the
Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Homily
Hymn 106 in Lift Every Voice and Sing

“Take My Hand, Precious Lord”

Johanna Stickney, Flute

Precious Lord, take my hand
Lead me on, let me stand;
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night
Lead me on to the light
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me on.
When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near,
When my light is almost gone;
Hear my cry, hear my call,
Hold my hand, lest I fall
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me on.
When the darkness appears, and the night draws near,
And the day is past and gone;
At the river I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me on.

The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
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the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
(from The Episcopal Church’s resources for Racial Reconciliation and Justice)

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
God of love, we pray for your church: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Thomas, our Bishop; for
all lay and ordained ministers; and for all who seek you in the community of the faithful. Equip us
with compassion and love, to carry out your work of reconciliation in the world.
God of love,
Hear our prayers for the church.
God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For peace and unity across
barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would serve the
common good. Inspire all people with courage to speak out against hatred, to actively resist evil.
Unite the human family in bonds of love.
God of freedom,
Hear our prayers for the world.
God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our care: For the animals and birds,
the mountains and oceans, and all parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. Stir up in
us a thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that we may leave to our children’s
children the legacy of beauty and abundance that you have given us.
God of justice,
Hear our prayers for the earth.
God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for our schools and markets; for
our neighborhoods and workplaces. Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, and
opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive for justice and peace among all people, beginning here
at home.
God of peace,
Hear our prayers for this community.
God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble: For those whose lives are closely
linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of the human family. For refugees and prisoners;
for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for those facing violence; for all held down by
prejudice or injustice. Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek and serve Christ in
all persons.
God of mercy,
Hear our prayers for all who are in need.

5

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in every generation who have
worked for justice; for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died because
of hatred; and for all the communion of saints. Make us faithful to your call to proclaim your Good
News, by word and example, and bring us at last into the glorious company of the saints in light.
God of grace,
Hear our prayers for those who have died.
Prayers for the Parish
Concluding Collect
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart [and especially
the hearts of the people of this land], that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions
disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP p. 823)

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, we are bold to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements and Offerings
And as always, we ask:
accept, Lord, these our gifts,

whatever they may be,
and use them for your purposes of love.
And may we always walk in love as Christ loved us
and gave himself for us an offering and sacrifice to God.
Amen.
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Going Out as God’s People

Let us give thanks to our God: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer:
For the love of God, our Mother and Father,
the maker of all, the giver of all good things,
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For Jesus Christ our Savior, who lived and worked among us,
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, who teaches us and guides us,
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Be with us Lord,
[when we stay at home and] when we go out into the world.
May the lips that have sung your praise always speak the truth;
may the ears which have heard your Word listen only to what is good
and may our lives as well as our worship
be always pleasing in your sight,
for the glory of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.
(Book of Occasional Services, 2018)

The Dismissal

We go into the world
to walk in God's light,
to rejoice in God's love
and to reflect God's glory. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Closing Hymn
“Lift Every Voice and Sing” Hymn 599

Johanna Stickney, Flute

Lift ev’ry voice and sing,
‘Til earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on ’til victory is won.
Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
‘Til now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.
God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who has by Thy might
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand,
True to our God,
True to our native land.

Worship Resources: An Order for Morning Prayer for Use on Sundays Copyright © 2019 Representative
Body of the Church of Ireland; Book of Common Prayer, 1979; Daily Prayer for All Seasons, 2014
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